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right and the laws, than from our parents, 
that right is the best birth-right the sub- 
ject hath, for thereby his goods, lands, 
wife, children, his body, life, honour, and 
estimation, are protected from wrong." 

11. That the legislature, in the sixth 
year of William and Mary, did, for the 
first time since the birth of the Constitu- 
tion, and in violation of it principles, 
give a direct sanction, by a statute, to 
Parliaments of a continuance exceeding 
one year, whereby the ,w inheritance" and 
" best birth-ri^ht" of all those individuals 
who, since the period of a preceding 
election, had arrived at twenty-one years 
of age, were unjustly withholden, and the 
whole nation (how perfect soever might 
be the distribution of the electoral fran- 
chise) was divested of its political liberty 
for two parts in three of human life ; since 
by another unconstitutional statute, ex • 
tended to six parts in seven of human 
life. 

12. That when Parliaments of " too 
long continuauce" have proved the scourge 
and curse of our country, and when Par- 
liaments of " three years continuance,' 
while we had them, were offensively cor- 
rupt, and crowned their perfidy by con- 
signing the nation to Parliaments of 
"seven years continuance j" were we now 
to return to triennial Parliaments, it would 
neither be consistent with liberty, nor in 
the smallest degree likely to prove a cure 
for corruption ; such Parliaments, as we 
know, being as unknown as abhorrent to 
the Constitution. 

13. That for bringing to one opinion all 
sincere friends of Parliamentary Reform, 
we cannot do more wisely than to proceed 
in that course in which no inconsiderable 
progress towards national unanimity hath 
actually before our eyes taken place, 
having produced four hundred petitions, 
the prayer of every one of which, in the 
very same words, claims, 

1st. Representation co-extensiv? with 
direct taxation ; 

2dly. That such Representation, as a 
common right, be throughout the commu- 
nity fairly distributed ; and, 

3dly. That Parliaments have henceforth 
only a constitutional continuance, that is, 
tot exceeding one year. 



UNITARtAN FUND. 

At » special general meeting of the Sub- 
Rribers to the Unitarian Fund, bolden 



at the King's-head Tavern, in the Poul- 
try, on Friday, August 20, 1813, 

Mr. Alderman Goodbehere in the chair, 
Resolved unanimously, 

1. That we conceive it to be the right of 
every man, a right derived immediately 
from the Almighty Creator, to form his 
own religious opinions, to profess them 
amongst his neighbours and fellow-crea- 
tures, and to act upon them in the exer- 
cise of divine worship; thai in religious 
opinion, profession, and worship, as held, 
avowed, and observed in Great Britain, 
there is no interruption of the peace of 
civil society, and no call for the interfe- 
rence of the magistrate, who cannot affect 
to tolerate, without assuming authority to 
persecute ; and that all penal statutes, 
whether they enact fine or imprisonment, 
or positive bodily suffering, or whether 
they declare civil disabilities, exclusion 
and privation, on the ground solely of 
such opinion, profession, and worship, 
are manifest invasions of natural right, 
and equally repugnant to the Christian re- 
ligion, and to the spirit of the British Con- 
stitution. 

Resolved unanimously, 

2. That as Unitarian Christians, dis- 
tinguished from our fellow Christians only 
by the faith and worship which we have 
learned from the Holy Scriptures, that the 
God and Fatherof the Universe is one Being, 
Mind, and Person, the sole object of reli- 
gious worship, and that Jesus Christ is the 
chosen, honoured, and divinely-endowed 
Messenger of God, we had long felt the 
injustice of being excluded by positive 
statute from even that share of religious 
liberty which was allowed to the mass of 
Protestant Dissenters ; for which exclusion 
we humbly conceive no reason was to be 
found in our character and conduct, as 
subjects and citizens, wherein we have 
never yielded, and can never yield, the 
superiority to any denomination or class of 
our countrymen. 

Resolved unanimously, 

3. That we congratulate our Unitarian 
brethren on the Bill lately passed into a 
Law, for the relief of those who impugn 
the doctrine of the Trinity : the British 
Legislature having thus readily performed 
an act of justice denied by the House of 
Commons, twenty years ago, to the ear- 
nest and eloquent application of that able 
and enlightened, and evet-memorabla 
statesman, the lai« Mr. Fox, 
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Resolved, 

4. That in common with all the friends 
of religious liberty and just government, 
we rejoice, that persecuting laws, enacted 
at the era of the Revolution, in direct vio- 
lation of the principles then asserted, and 
which, though too cruel and impolitic to 
lie often enforced, have yet remained {or 
a century the disgrace of the statute-book, 
ire at length expunged, amidst a general 
•equiescence in the justice and even neces- 
sity of their repeal. 

Resolved unanimously, 

5. That our best acknowledgments are 
due to William Smith, Esq., M.P., for his 
compliance with the request, originating 
in our Committee, to bring the subject of 
the legal insecurity of Unitarians before 
Parliament, and for his unremitted atten- 
tion to the Parliamentary progress of the 
Bills, which he accordingly brought into 
the House of Commons, for the repeal of 
those penal statutes which had so long ren- 
dered Unitarians liable to he deprived of 
thiil protection, merely on the ground of 
their religious profession. 

Resolved unanimously, 

6. That we trust the period is advancing, 
and we would willingly hasten its arrival, 
when not only Christians of every descrip- 
tion, but also our countrymen at large, 
shall be alike free to profess and defend 
their opinions, and all equally partake the 
civil rights of Britons. 

Resolved unanimously, 

7. That as Unitarian Christians feared 
not to. profess and inculcate what they 
esteem the doctrines of the Gospel, though 
liable to the infliction of severe penalties, 
it is their incumbent duty, now that they 
are placed within the protection of the 
law, not to relax their efforts, but rather 
to extend those exertions which well con- 
sist with the peace and order of civil so- 
ciety, and the purest principles of Chris- 
tian charity. 

Resolved unanimously, 
«. That the thanks ef this meeting be 
given to the Committee of the Unitarian 
Fund, for their zealous discharge of the 
trust committed to them, and for their 
watchfulness over the interests of the Uni- 
tarian Body. 

Resolved unanimously, 

9. That the above Resolutions be print- 
ed, and that a copy be sent to every mem- 
ber of the society "within the reach of the 
twopenny-post. 

Resolved Hnanimously, 

10. That the Resolutions now passed, 



be advertised iri the Monthly Repository.; 
a publication which, for the support it 
gives to the cause of free inquiry, and 
religious liberty, is entitled to the counte- 
nance of the Unitarian Body, and parti- 
cularly .-of this Society. 

Resolved unanimously, 
11. That the above Resolutions be ad- 
vertised also in the principal periodical 
publications, and the newspapers, at the 
discretion of the Committee. 

Samuel Goodbehfre, Chairman. 

John Christie, Esq. having taken the 
Chair, it was resolved unanimously, 

That the thanks of the Meeting be given 
to Mr. Alderman Goodbehere, for his 
conduct in the Chair,' and for his general 
support of the rights and liberties of his 
fellow-citizens and fellow-countrymen of 
all denominations. 



At a Meeting of Friends of Civil and RHigious 
Liberty, and of Internal Peace and Concord, 
held in the Centre Room of the White Linen' 
Sail, in Belfast, August 16th, 1813. 

Dr. Dkennan, in the Chair. 

Resolved, That in the present crisis, 
when the outrageous proceedings of O- 
rangemen threaten so alarmingly to dis- 
turb the peace of the country, .Petitions 
to both houses of Parliament, praying for 
the suppression of Orange Societies, e- 
qually with all other illegal associations, 
ought to be immediately put forward. 

Resolved, That a petition having been 
prepared, the same is adopted by this 
Meeting. 

Resolved, That the Petitions be left 
for signature at William Tucker's Belfast, 
and that when they have been signed in 
this town, they shall be sent forward to 
other places in the neighbourhood. 

Resolved, That a correspondence be 
immediately opened, to procure the co- 
operation of similar Petitions in more dis- 
tant places, that a united effort may be 
made throughout the nation to facilitate 
the measure. 

Resolved, That 100 copies of the Peti- 
tion, and of these Resolutions, be print- 
ed, to be -forwarded by the Secretary, in 
pursuance of the preceding Resolution. 
The Petitions may either be considered to 
answer as a model for general adoption, 
or in each town or district, alterations 
may be made to suit the opinions of the 
subscribers. 

Resolved, That John Hancock of Lis- 



